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to my countrymen the importance of the
school in the development and progress
of national consciousness, and how necessary
it is to avoid encumbering our education
with survivals. The best use of history is
to avoid the mistakes through which other
nations have cleared their way before us.
To repeat the same, in the face of the clear
verdict of history, is to refuse to listen to
the warnings of the latter and be guilty of
unpardonable pugnacity.

For the last fifty years, ever since the
disaster  of  Sedan   (in   1870),  the French
nation and the French Government have
been very active in the teaching of patriotism
to their boys and girls.   Gambetta placed
national education even above compulsory
military service and a more rigorous appli-
cation of the principle of national sovereignty*
" This land must be rebuilt/' said he, " its
customs renovated, the evil which is the
cause of all our ills, ignorance, must be
made to disappear; there is but one remedy,
the education of all."   " In moulding the
psychology of defence against aggression it
was not considered enough, of course, that the
state should stand sponsor for the education
^f, every boy and girl between the age of
thirteen years."   It was considered